
MINUTES 

Regular Meeting of the College Park City Council 

Tuesday, August 13, 2013 

7:52 p.m. – 8:31 p.m. 

 

 

PRESENT: Mayor Andrew Fellows; Councilmembers Kabir, Wojahn, Catlin, Dennis, 

Stullich, Day, Afzali and Mitchell.   

 

ABSENT: None. 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Joe Nagro, City Manager; Janeen Miller, City Clerk; Suellen Ferguson, 

City Attorney; Terry Schum, Director of Planning; Robert Stumpff, 

Director of Public Works; Jill Clements, Director of Human Resources; 

Steve Groh, Director of Finance; Steve Halpern, City Engineer 

 

Mayor Fellows opened the meeting at 7:52 p.m. following the Oral Argument in CPV-2013-04.  

Councilmember Mitchell led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Minutes:  A motion was made by Councilmember Mitchell and seconded by Councilmember 

Dennis to approve the minutes of the Special Session on July 9, 2013, the Regular Meeting on 

July 16, 2013, and the confidential minutes of the closed session on July 16, 2013.  The motion 

passed 8 – 0 – 0. 

 

Announcements:  Councilmember Catlin announced that the College Park Academy Public 

Charter School will open their doors on Monday August 19, 2013. 

 

Proclamation:  Mayor Fellows read the Proclamation in Honor of Regina Stone-Mitchell, 

Executive Director, College Park Housing Authority. 

 

Amendments to the Agenda:  The “lay-on-the-table” item will be added to the agenda as item 

13-G-94:  Stop Sign Request for Limestone Place at Marlbrough Way. 

 

City Manager’s Report:   Mr. Nagro announced that restaurant week is August 11 – August 17.  

August 17 is also the final day of free Saturday parking in the downtown parking garage.  This is 

also the last meeting of August.  The next meeting will be Tuesday, September 3. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  A motion was made by Councilmember Mitchell and seconded by 

Councilmember Afzali to adopt the Consent Agenda, which consisted of the following 

items: 

 

13-G-89 Award of FY ‘14 Miscellaneous Concrete Maintenance and Asphalt Resurfacing 

(RFP CP-13-01, Optional Year 1 Extension) to NZI Construction Corporation 

for $693,000 as follows:  $388,000 for FY ’14 concrete maintenance and asphalt 

resurfacing, plus $305,000 for the following grant projects, which will be 

reimbursed to the City: 1) PY 35R for FY 2012  - new streetlights on US 1 (on 

Knox Road and near Guilford Road) - grant of $50,000 approved by County 

March 8, 2012. 2) PY 38R for FY2013 –  new sidewalks along  Knox Road (Yale 

Ave to Princeton Ave), Lakeland Rd (US1 to Rhode Island Ave) , and Berwyn 

Rd (US1 to 48th Ave) – grant of $90,000 approved by County March 8, 2012.    



College Park City Council Meeting Minutes 

August 13, 2013 
Page 2 

 

 

3) EDI - Widen sidewalk along US 1 in front of Bagel Place Parking Lot.   

Estimate $65,000.  4) Safe Routes to School phase 3 in Hollywood - grant amount 

is $100,000 

 

13-R-16 Approval of a Resolution submitting an application to the FY ‘14 Community 

Legacy Program for $75,000 

 

13-R-17 Approval of a Resolution submitting an application to the FY ‘14 Strategic 

Demolition and Smart Growth Impact Fund for $125,000 

 

13-G-90 Renewal of MOU with University of Maryland Department of Transportation 

Services to allow City residents to ride the Shuttle UM at a cost to the City of 

$6,000 

 

13-G-94 Approval of a Stop Sign request on Limestone Place at Marlbrough Way 

 

The motion passed 8 – 0 – 0. 

 

 

ACTION ITEMS 

 

13-G-91 Approval of a Letter of Agreement with State Highway Administration for a 

feasibility study (to be conducted by KCI Technologies) for undergrounding 

utilities on US 1, from College Avenue to MD 193 

A motion was made by Councilmember Afzali and seconded by Councilmember Mitchell to 

authorize the Mayor to sign a Letter of Agreement (LOA) with the Maryland State 

Highway Administration (SHA) pertaining to accomplishing and funding a feasibility study 

for the undergrounding of utilities in conjunction with the design of improvements for US 

Route 1 from College Avenue to MD 193. 

 

Councilmember Afzali said that the SHA is in the design phase of the Route 1 reconstruction 

project and has informed the city that it is not their policy to relocate utilities underground, 

therefore the cost of a feasibility study, the engineering associated with utility redesign and the 

construction involved with relocating the utilities underground would be the responsibility of the 

city.  The LOA includes the estimated cost of consultant services to perform the feasibility study 

in the amount of $130,012 as well as $9,933 for SHA overhead for management of the study.  

The city will also be responsible for all costs that exceed this estimate.  The University of 

Maryland has provided a letter supporting the city’s efforts to pursue the undergrounding of 

utilities and agreeing to share the costs associated with the feasibility study equally.  The city and 

the university have long advocated that the overhead utilities be placed underground rather than 

relocated to another aboveground location as part of the Route 1 improvement project.  

Councilmember Afzali said he is not happy with the SHA’s position on this, but this has been a 

priority for so long, it is time to move forward. 

 

Councilmember Wojahn asked if the SHA design envisioned undergrounding.  Ms. Schum said 

no.  He asked about the impact of bike lanes on the undergrounding issue.  Ms. Schum said they 
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are separate issues.  Councilmember Wojahn expressed his concern about the terms of this Letter 

of Agreement, but he is encouraged by the university’s position, and doesn’t think we have much 

choice at this point. 

 

Councilmember Kabir supports the undergrounding study but is concerned by the open-ended 

terms of the letter.  Ms. Schum said SHA will notify the City when the study is 90% complete 

and will use a change-order process for approval of cost overruns.  The university has indicated 

they will share equally in the total cost. 

 

Mayor Fellows is glad we are a step closer to achieving the vision of undergrounding the utilities 

and appreciates the university’s support. 

 

The motion passed 8 – 0 – 0. 

 

13-G-92 Approval of a letter to the Prince George’s County Board of License 

Commissioners (BOLC) with City comments for the September 4, 2013 Show 

Cause Hearing re: Big Play Sports Grill for non-compliance with security plan 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Day and seconded by Councilmember Stullich to 

approve a letter to the Board of License Commissioners supporting the Board’s strict 

enforcement of  Big Play’s Security Plan to insure that lapses such as the one that occurred 

on June 8, 2013 does not happen again. 

 

Councilmember Day said we discussed this establishment’s security plan in great detail when 

they were before Council for their Property Use Agreement and we are being fair to reinforce the 

message in this letter. 

 

Councilmember Stullich had concerns about the establishment when Council was considering 

the liquor license, but she was surprised to hear of this incident because it seemed that they were 

operating responsibly and without problems.  She hopes this was a one-time unusual event and 

there won’t be future problems.  We need bar owners to comply with these agreements.  

 

Council requested that the applicant be copied on the letter and invited to speak with Council. 

 

The motion passed 8 – 0 – 0. 

 

 

13-G-93 Appointments to Boards and Committees 

A motion was made by Councilmember Kabir and seconded by Councilmember Wojahn to 

reappoint Stephen Jascourt to the Committee for a Better Environment and to reappoint 

Ed Maginnis to the Ethics Commission.  The motion passed 8 – 0 – 0. 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS: 

Councilmember Day remarked on the Celebrity Waiter fundraising event at Ledo’s Restaurant 

on August 28. 
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Councilmember Dennis commented on the University of Maryland student welcome video. 

 

Councilmember Catlin said that Julie McClaren is leaving as director of the College Park 

Community Center. 

 

ADJOURN:  A motion was made by Councilmember Dennis and seconded by 

Councilmember Stullich to adjourn from the Regular Council meeting and to reconvene in 

a closed session to consult with counsel on a legal matter and to discuss a personnel matter.  

Council will not return into an open meeting.  The motion passed 8 – 0 – 0 and the regular 

meeting was adjourned at 8:31 p.m. 
 

 

 

____________________________________________ 

Janeen S. Miller, CMC   Date 

City Clerk     Approved 

 

 

 

 

Pursuant to §C6-3 of the College Park City Charter, at 7:02 p.m. on August 7, 2013, in the 

Council Chambers of City Hall, a motion was made by Councilmember Mitchell and seconded 

by Councilmember Afzali to enter into an Executive Session for the following reasons: 

 

A:  Discuss an employment matter 

G:  Consult with Counsel on a Legal Matter 

 

The motion passed 5 – 0 – 0.   

 

Present: Mayor Andrew Fellows; Councilmembers Kabir (arrived at 7:07 pm.), 

Wojahn (arrived at 7:06 p.m.), Catlin, Dennis, Day, Afzali and Mitchell.    

 

Absent: Councilmember Stullich 

 

Also Present: Joe Nagro, City Manager; Janeen Miller, City Clerk; Suellen Ferguson, 

City Attorney; Steve Groh, Director of Finance. 

  

Topics Discussed: The City Attorney advised the City Council on legal issues related to 

payroll and benefits administration for certain individuals.    

          

Actions Taken:   None. 

 

Adjourn: A motion was made by Councilmember Afzali and seconded by 

Councilmember Wojahn to adjourn the Executive Session, and with a vote 

of 7 – 0 – 0, Mayor Fellows adjourned the Executive Session at 7:34 p.m. 
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Pursuant to §C6-3 of the College Park City Charter, at 8:31 p.m. on August 13, 2013, in the 

Council Chambers of City Hall, a motion was made by Councilmember Dennis and seconded by 

Councilmember Stullich to enter into an Executive Session for the following reasons: 

 

A:  Discuss the performance evaluation of an appointee 

G:  Consult with Counsel on a Legal Matter 

 

The motion passed 8 – 0 – 0.  After a short break, the closed session convened at 8:42 p.m. 

 

Present: Mayor Andrew Fellows; Councilmembers Kabir, Wojahn, Catlin, Dennis, 

Stullich, Day, Afzali and Mitchell.    

 

Absent: None. 

 

Also Present: Joe Nagro, City Manager; Janeen Miller, City Clerk; Suellen Ferguson, 

City Attorney; Steve Groh, Director of Finance; Terry Schum, Director of 

Planning; Michael Stiefvater, Economic Development Coordinator; Mike 

Lightfield, consultant. 

  

Topics Discussed: A:  The City Council conducted a performance evaluation. 

G:  The City Attorney advised the City Council on a legal matter relating 

to an enforcement program.  The City Attorney advised Council about 

legal and financial issues related to an existing lease agreement.   

          

Actions Taken:   None. 

 

Adjourn: A motion was made by Councilmember Afzali and seconded by 

Councilmember Wojahn to adjourn the Executive Session, and with a vote 

of 8 – 0 – 0, Mayor Fellows adjourned the Executive Session at 11:28 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


